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Baseball team kicks 
off 2014 campaign 


After two consecutive trips 
to the NJCAA World Series, the 
NECC baseball team was back in 
action again over spring break. 


Continued on page 10 


NECC holds student 


forum 


NECC Vice President of Ac- 
ademic and Student Affairs Bill 
Heinemen hosted a student fo- 
rum, where he fielded questions 
from students about what is hap- 
pening at the school. 


Continued on page 9 
Logging behind 
campus expected to 


continue 

Students who arrive to campus 
behind the school have probably 
noticed the logging going on. The 
city of Haverhill has hired a com- 
pany to oversee the work. 


Continued on page 5 


Students volunteer 
over spring break 


While many students spent 
spring break going to bed late and 
waking up later, some students 
spent their time volunteering. 

NECC offered multiple volun- 
teer opportunities for students to 
take advantage of, proving ser- 
vice for the Haverhill and Law- 


rence communities. 
Continued on page 7 


Art space exhibit 
opens on campus 


Mark Reusch, an artist also 
known as Mister Reusch, is the 
caretaker of Whitter’s Birthplace 
and is currently displaying paint- 
ings portraying different scenes 
from Whittier’s Birthplace in the 
Bentley Library Art Space on 
Haverhill Campus. 

The works consist of oil paint- 
ings and color photography. The 
works will remain on display un- 
til April 5, and afterwards they 
will be replaced by the artwork of 
NECC students from the Spring 
semester. 


Continued on page 6 


El Hefni open 
for business 


Newest NECC 
building opens its 


doors in Lawrence 
By Cuap GoRHAM 
News Editor 

The cutting of a blue ribbon 
at the Ibrahim El-Hefni Allied 
Health and Technology Center 
officially opened the new build- 
ing with state of the art equipment 
to educate students in Lawrence. 

On Friday, March 21, many 
gathered from the NECC and 
Lawrence community including 
President Lane Glenn of NECC, 
the Mayor of Lawrence, Daniel 
Rivera and Congresswoman Niki 
Tsongas to celebrate the official 
opening of the El-Hefni Allied 
Health and Technology Building. 

According to Glenn, the build- 
ing is named in the memory of 
Doctor Ibrahim El-Hefni, an en- 
gineer and a philanthropist who 
was a big part of education in the 
Merrimack Valley. 

The 44,000 square foot build- 
ing is also a green building. It was 
part of the Leadership in Energy 
and Environmental Design which 
makes the building international- 
ly recognized as a green building 
according to NECC’s alumnus 
magazine. 

There is state of the art tech- 
nology in the El-Hefni building 
where students practice simu- 
lations of realistic scenarios on 
patients in acute care rooms. The 
patients are life like $200,000 
mannequins. They are so ad- 
vanced that students can even 


practice administering anesthe- 
sia, said Lauren Gardner, a repre- 
sentative from CAE Healthcare, 
the company that makes the man- 
nequins. 

As students observed, Gard- 
ner went into another room where 
a computer was located to change 
the vitals of the mannequin in or- 
der to simulate an asthma attack. 
The mannequin instantly started 
to wheeze and his chest went up 
and down. 

Gardner said that the eyes 
restrict, and students can also 
make the mannequin talk and 
say what its ailments are. There 
are programmed voices installed 
or students can use a microphone 
to speak for it. Students can also 
detect pulses in the mannequins. 

“It’s like a working hospital,” 
said Anderky Santos, a psycholo- 
gy major. 

Santos also said that the new 
building is wonderful and gives 
students inspiration, and also that 
it must be fun to have classes at 
El-Hefni. 

In another area of the new 
building was an ambulance do- 
nated by Trinity Ambulance that 
came from Prince George Coun- 
ty. Md. The ambulance is there 
for Emergency Medical Services 
classes where students study to 
become EMS personnel. 

The building was actually built 
around the ambulance, according 
to Rory Putnam, the clinical coor- 
dinator of the E.M.S department 
at NECC. 


Continued on page 4 


_Coming to an 
iPhone near you 


The NECC mobile 
app is nearly ready 


for release 
By THomas SHAMMA 
Copy Editor 

Development of NECC’s mo- 
bile app for students is nearly 
complete, said Chris Firth, the In- 
terim Associate Director of Man- 
agement Information Systems at 
NECC. 

The app may be available as 
soon as April. “That’s what we’re 
shooting for right now.” 

The NECC mobile app is 
“Aimed for current students,” 
said Nathan Gilbert, the Direc- 
tor of Online Communications at 
NECC. 


Its features will include (but 
are not limited to) event list- 
ings, a faculty and staff directo- 
ry, a course catalog updated in 
real time, locations and hours 
of places on campus to get food 
and of the libraries, emergency 
information, and partial access to 
blackboard, including the ability 
to check assignments and grades. 
Athletics will be added, but not in 
version 1. 

Gilbert said that as of January, 
25 percent of traffic to the NECC 
website was through a mobile de- 
vice, 

The mobile site isn’t optimized 
for student use. Gilbert and Firth 
are aiming for the app to more 
closely target students’ needs. 

Continued on page 7 


Northern Essex 
Community College 


The ribbon cutting ceremony at the new 
building was well received. 


| Stuff happenit g 


Photo by Chad Gorham 
NECC El Hefni 
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Our late great Spring Break abandoned 
us too soon, leaving many unsatisfied from 
its short notice. Or lack thereof. 

It was well spent, figuratively (and lit- 
. erally), for most: people escaped to warmer 
climates, indulged in extracurricular activ- 
ities totally un-related to school, presum- 
ably. Then again, not all of it was fun and 
games. 

While there were some getting their 
tan on in Cali, there were several more 
swimming in pools of papers and assign- 
ments and homework, pulling their hairs 
out (given they even have hair, of course). 
Students, burdened with the responsibility, 
utilized what should have been their “play 
time” for work. 

Suddenly, it was as if all the fun things 
in the Spring Break store was taken, and 
in return, replaced with C-4 laced papers. 
(R.L.P to the many whose lives were lost in 
the name of academic integrity). 

Nevertheless, it was good to have that 
detached space from school, albeit short- 
lived, to breathe and catch up on all of over 
favorite TV shows or new movies, while 
wanting desperately, and secretly, to disap- 
pear into the cloud of laziness forever. 

We’ve all been there, that painful mo- 
ment when you have to choose between 
filling out scholarships and writing that six- 


Editorial 


Redefining spring break 


page paper. Undoubtedly, the choice is nev- 
er easy; however, under the right circum- 
stances, even bungee jumping off a bridge 
can seem like a pretty good idea. 

But there is another way of looking at 
the Spring Break predicament. To put the 
idea in a more appealing context, consider 
this: the role of teachers, apart from teach- 
ing, of course, and occasionally driving us 
mad, is also to challenge us. 

Unfortunately for us, that means making 
us work when we feel like relaxing, push- 
ing us to greater heights when we feel like 
we’re going to fall apart. 

In other words, though it may appear a 
lot of times that teachers intentionally give 
us more work out of some evil desire to end 
us, it is, on the contrary, to push us to suc- 
ceed, even if they sometimes have a weird 
way of going about it. 

At the end of the day, we all need some- 
one to put us in check, because if we aren’t 
to, as expected, then someone else must. 
There’s no question about it: we all want to 
be comfortable. 

Yet if were are to flourish, as students, as 


team members, and as leaders of tomorrow, ~ 


we must have the knowledge and respon- 
sibility to discern between work and play, 
and to maintain our priorities when chal- 
lenges present themselves. 
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“The song from the Old 


Spice commercial.” 
EDWARD ALVARADO 
Human Services 


“The mama shark 
song.” 
ALYCIA LENNERS 
Whittier Tech 


is stuck in 
right now? 


“Same. The Old Spice “‘Jail House Rock’ by 
song.” Elvis Presley.” 
MIGUEL VELEZ NASRIN Musa 
Human Services Whittier Tech 


“All Shook Up’ by “Feel it all Around’ by 
Elvis Presley.” Washed Out.” 
Cuarity Roux Coin DupGEON 
Whittier Tech Political Science 
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Meet Kimberly Waligora No cheese please 


Kimberly Waligora 
teaches many 


Sclence COUrses 
By ASHLEE FERRANTE 
Opinions Editor 

Some students who have tak- 
en a science course may have had 
Kimberly Waligora as a profes- 
sor. 

Waligora grew up in Sunapee, 
N.H. and went to the Rochester 
Institute of Technology where she 
majored in biotechnology. After 
graduating, she moved to Boston 
and attended Boston University 
for graduate work in microbiolo- 
gy and also did postdoctoral work 
at Duke University. 

Waligora started working at 
NECC in the Division of Con- 
tinuing Education faculty in 2006 
and became a full time faculty 
member in 2011. Apart from Hu- 
man Health and Nutrition, she 
also teaches Introduction to Bi- 


ology I and II, Human Biology, 
Anatomy and Physiology and In- 
tegrated Science Il. 

Waligora said, “It’s great to 
see the same students moving 
through the program at NECC, 
applying what they learned in the 
introductory classes to the more 
advanced level course work.” 

Waligora said it is good for 
students to start at a community 
college because picking a major 
can be daunting. NECC is an op- 
portunity to explore introductory 
classes without committing to a 
significant financial burden or a 
major. 

“When I started at NECC, I 
was teaching various biology 
classes. Soon after, there was a 
need for a nutrition instructor, and 
I jumped at the chance. Nutrition 
is so relatable to students... I like 
to use my science background to 
dispel myths and teach the biolo- 
gy behind how foods work in the 
body to keep us healthy.” 


“T like using my biology back- 
ground to teach students the sci- 
ence behind how food works in 
the body,” Waligora said. “Most 
students understand that too much 
fat is bad, and that one needs vi- 
tamins and minerals to maintain 
a healthy body... I go beyond a 
list of nutritional dos and don’ts 
and explore how food affects the 
body.” 

Waligora enjoys spending | 
time and taking care of her three 
children and her husband. 

Waligora loves crime dramas. | 
Growing up, she liked to watch | 
“Charlie’s Angels” and “Quincy.” | 
Now she watches “Law and Or- | 
der” and “Criminal Minds.” | 

Her car radio is always set to | 
the ‘80s station, despite protest | 
from her kids and husband. 

With the summer and fall | 
semesters quickly approaching, | 
consider taking a class with Pro- | 
fessor Kim Waligora. 


| 


Advocating for more 
variety in NECC 


students s diets 
By FarrH GREGRORY 


Arts and Entertainment 

I like to eat a lot. This surpris- 
es people for two reasons. First- 
ly, my body type resembles the 
stick bug from “A Bug’s Life.” 
Secondly, I’m a vegan. 

“So, you just eat salads?” 


| This is a common question I get 


after explaining that I will not eat 
animals or anything that comes 
from them. 

People also think being vegan 


| is hard. It really isn’t. There is a 


myriad of food choices that are 
animal product free. The prob- 


| lem is that because veganism is 


not mainstream, these options 
are not obvious. 
NexDine, the school’s ca- 


| tering service, poses a problem 


for me here. There are not a lot 


This paper is your voice, too! 


You can reach us at: 


978-556-3633 


You Belong at SNHU 


There has never been a better or easier time to transfer to Southern New Hampshire University (SNHU). 


of vegetarian or vegan options 
available. Or if the options are 
vegetarian, they are certainly not 
vegan. 

I applaud the presence of soy- 
milk, hummus and fruit at Nex- 
Dine café. However, there aren’t 
too many options that provide 
sufficient caloric intake. All of 
the sandwiches and microway- 
able dishes have either meat or 
dairy in them. And I cannot eat 
pizza because it has cheese and 
sometimes meat. 

I’m not advocating for every- 
one to just eat raw veggies and 
forgo the more unhealthy plea- 
sures (I eat a ridiculous amount 
of Oreos, which are surprisingly 
vegan), but I think it would be 
good to offer more choices such 
as these to both vary the diet of 
NECC students and also to help 
those of us out who have differ- 
ent diets. 


At SNHU, transfer students quickly become part of a close-knit community that gives them the opportunity to make new friends, choose from 
over 40 majors in the arts and sciences, business, culinary arts and education and learn from a dynamic and caring faculty. 


NECC students are eligible to receive an additional $3,000 Regional Community College Scholarship and merit scholarships of up to $16,000. 
Here you'll find a campus that feels like home. You belong at SNHU. 


Office of Transfer Admission : 
9500 North River Road | Manchester, NH 03106-1045 | 603.645.9687 | www.snhu.edu/observer | Facebook: /SNHUOnCampus | Twitter: @SNHUOnCampus | Instagram: @SNHU 


apse 
University 
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Ageism, a learning lecture | El Hefni 
Age an 


atment of 
older generations 


By SARAH TISO 


Correspondent 
On March 11, Justine Caron, 
_ Associate Director of Human Re- 
sources and Benefits, and Kath- 
ryn Ronaldson, Assistant Direc- 
tor of Professional Development, 
led an Ageism-lecture in Lecture 
Hall A at noon. 

The National Coalition Build- 
ing Institute brought the two la- 
dies together to create a series of 
diversity topics. Caron said that 
the goal N.C.B.I. was applying 
diversity through the whole col- 
lege. The series is one venue for 
words getting out about diversity. 

“Ageism is systematic ste- 


reotyping of and discrimination 
against people because they are 
or appear to be old. Ageism is 
important because we want ev- 
eryone to understand stereotypes 
and bias’s in our everyday lives; 
knowledge is power and we need 
to create the power to make these 
changes in order to have a better 
society overall,” says Ronaldson. 

A study provided by Doctor 
Linda Woolf from Webster Uni- 
versity was used in this lecture 
to test participants on how myths 
versus fact could impact the older 
and younger generations. For ex- 
ample, a myth given was “Older 
adults are incapable of learning 
new information; you can’t teach 
an old dog new tricks.” The fact 
made it clear that adults are capa- 
ble of learning new information, 
but it may take longer to learn 


Spring has 


The cold weather is 
remaining in place 


as of this week 
By CHAD GORHAM 
Correspondent 

As the spring semester reach- 
es its half way point students are 
patiently waiting for the weather 
to jump out of winter mode and 
into spring. 

With record low temperatures 


and tons of snow that has fallen 
all over the Merrimack Valley 
this winter, students are more 
than ready for the warm weather 
to get here. But before the warm 
weather can get here students 
have to take the roller coaster ride 
on mother natures back during 
this first part of spring. 

The saying March comes in 
like a lion and leaves like a lamb 
so far has held true to the lion 
part. On Monday the Boston area 


Seay Log 


new strategies of learning, but 
with memory training, they can 
still learn. 

The 10 participants all agreed 
by saying that attitude is one of 
the major factors from every gen- 
eration that will alter the stance of 
ageism in this society. One partic- 
ipant said that attitude is inherited 
from the media, and the way we 
were brought up. Another student 
said, “I think our attitudes toward 
the older people in our society af- 
fect how our kids will have atti- 
tudes toward the older people as 
well. We aren’t meant to be sepa- 
rated. We are all people.” 

Caron says, “Ultimately, we 
want to prevent the continuation 
of having discrimination being 
perpetuated in society. That in- 
cludes all forms of discrimina- 
tion. People can choose to walk 


away, with their changed atti- 
tudes, and make a change with a 
little action.” 

“A little action would be like 
talking to an old person in a re- 
tirement home, and gaining wis- 
dom about an everyday problem 
that you deal with. The older per- 
son may have a different perspec- 
tive than one you heard before; 
mostly because of their knowl- 
edge and observation in their long 
lives. By gaining the experience 
by a simple conversation, you can 
save yourself a lot of heartache.” 

Ronaldson believes the par- 
ticipants in the workshop came 
in with their own experience and 
knowledge of ageism. From the 
discussion, she says that people 
were able to walk away with new 
ideas, and can apply different lev- 
els of understanding to their lives. 


not sprung 


tied a record as the coldest day 
in weather related history on the 
same day back in 1888 according 
to WCVB News. 

Bitter cold temperatures that 
were below freezing have been 
apart of everyone’s winter in New 
England this season. There were 
not many days where the tem- 
peratures were normal tempera- 
tures for the day, let alone a tem- 
perature spike. The snow piled 
up in parking lots as if they were 


giant glaciers coming through 
the ground. The roads have been 
covered in sand and still remain 
slippery as if they were still cov- 
ered in the ice from recent past. 
The cold air is still lingering even 
as the sunlight remains longer in 
the day. 

“T just want to go to the beach 
and lay in the sun,” said, Christi- 
na Hillner a journalism major. 

The warmth is on its way. 


Continued from page | 

It was brought to the room 
where it now permanently re- 
sides before walls were erected. 
According to Putnam, a plywood 
box was built around the ambu- 
lance to keep it safe during con- 
struction. 

The building also consists of 
trauma rooms, acute care rooms 
and an apartment where family 
of patients would stay, as well as 
environments similar to doctor’s 
offices. There are classrooms and 
career and service planning cen- 
ters so students can take care of 
all their needs in one place. 

Many were excited about the 
new building. 

“Tt is well designed and easy 
on the eyes. Students should be 
excited to take their classes here. 
It’s a great addition to Northern 
Essex and Lawrence,” said Car- 
los Vasquez, a business transfer 
student. 

Robert Ewusi, an accounting 
major, said, “well done, very pro- 
fessional.” 

Another exciting part of the 
building that students seemed to 
love is the roof deck. Students get 
a 360 degree view of Lawrence. 
Jasmine Chazzulle, a computer 
science major, said, “This is go- 
ing to be great during the sum- 
mer. Students are going to love 
ee 


WHY TRANSFERTO 
QUINNIPIAC UNIVERSITY? 


1 


Just 24% hours from Northern 


Essex Community College is 


a student-oriented university 


devoted to academic excellence 


and a strong sense of community. 


Our majors include nationally 


ranked programs in arts and 


sciences, business, engineering, 


health sciences, nursing and 


communications. And we’re 


committed to using the credits 


you've already earned. Visit 


www.quinnipiac.edu to see 


why Quinnipiac is your next step 


toward a bachelor’s degree and 


the career you want. 


~ QUINNIPIAC UNIVERSITY | 


275 Mount Carmel Avenue 
Hamden, CT 06518-1908 


203-582-8612 * Toll Free: 1-800-462-1944 


= “Transfer information: www.quinnipiac.edu/transfer 
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Hemlocks harvested across from NECC 


Tree harvesting east 
of Kenoza Lake part 
of improvement plan 


By CurisTINA HILLNER 
Staff Writer 


The hemlocks across from 
NECC being taken down are a 
part of an improvement plan for 
the Winnekenni Park Conserva- 
tion Area. 

Many drivers leaving and ar- 
riving at NECC in 
Haverhill may have 
stopped in order to 
let logging trucks in 
or out of the conser- 
vation area. 

In 2009, the city 
council established 
the Haverhill Forest 
Management Com- 
mittee, due to numerous com- 
plaints from constituents about 
the conditions of the forests and 
conservation areas. 

“The Hemlocks in this section 
of Winnekenni were declining 
faster than anybody thought,” 
said Rob Moore, Haverhill’s En- 
vironmental Health Technician. 

Timber harvesting first started 
back in July of 2013 on the Clem- 
ent Farm Conservation Area, and 
was expanded to Winnekenni. 

“The trees are infected with 
a hemlock woolly adelgid,” says 


Gary Gouldrup of New England 
Forestry Consultants. The mor- 
tality rates were up to 25 and 30 
percent. 

Most of thé downed trees seen 
along the trails before the proj- 
ect began were due to the insect. 
Gouldrup was hired by the town 
of Haverhill to oversee the timber 
harvesting on Winnekenni. 

Jack Jackson, a retired state 
forester for the Department of 
Conservation and Recreation of 
37 years, a member of the For- 
est Management Committee, and 


TO ee 


It’s something you’re going to see devel- 
op over the next five years. It will look 
completely different. 


- Rob Moore 


oH 


resident of Haverhill explained 
what this insect is doing to these 
hemlocks. 

He took a branch from a pile 
of brush and pointed out what is 
killing the trees. 

“The very tiny white sacs are 
where their eggs are laid and can 
hold up to 300 eggs each. They 
latch onto the branch, and are ba- 
sically sucking the tree dry.” 

He points out the multiple 
white sacs just on the one small 
branch. 


“The needles fall off, the 
branches die, and the trees fall,” 
Jackson said summing it up. 

The area where the trees are 
being taken down is estimated to 
be 65 percent hemlock. 

“Such a heavy percentage, 
taking that amount out is a night 
and day change for folks,” says 
Moore. 

Some local residents have 
been expressing concern about 
the amount of trees being taken 
down. 

“It’s tough to evaluate on how 
it looks today 
and it will be 
tough to eval- 
uate how it 
looks in July 
than today. 
It’s something 
youre going 
to see develop 
over the next 
five years. It 
will look completely different 
than it looks today” said Moore. 

Tree lovers, and concerned 
environmentalists shouldn’t be 
concerned for too long. Jackson 
explained that the oak and pine 
trees out there already will throw 
their seed soon enough to start re- 
generation. 

“That’s the next generation of 
forest” said Jackson. 

If the city held off five or ten 
years, the entire area would be 
a complete mess, and the city 


Photo by Christina Hillner 


From the left, Gary Gouldrup, Jack Jackson, and Rob 


Moore. 


would be paying people to take 
out damaged or hazardous trees. 

“The hazard of trees falling, 
hazards from that along the trails, 
fire hazards, and the drinking 
water supply can all be affected” 
said Gouldrup. 

Luckily, Haverhill was able to 
have Hopkinton Forestry & Land 
Clearing pay to harvest the trees. 

“When all is said and done, 
this will be at no cost to us. 
They’ re paying $11,000 and a lit- 
tle bit over that” said Moore. 

The wood being trucked out 


of Winnekenni is being trans- 
ferred to a mill in Milford, NH 
where some of the wood is made 
into beams for barns according to 
Jackson. 

The rest of the wood is still 
salvageable and can be used as 
firewood. 

The harvesting has been un- 
derway since mid-February, and 
is said to be a four-week project. 

“I’m happy with the progress,” 
says Gouldrup on the harvesting 
so far. 


Northern Essex 
Community College 


is the time to register for your fall classes 
and complete your financial aid paperwork. 


Register for your classes and complete your financial aid paperwork before you leave for the semester. Meet with 
your assigned advisor. Your assigned advisor is listed on the “Who is my Advisor?” link that can be found by logging 
into MyNECC, and selecting Self Service, Student Services, Registration. Register early to get the classes and schedule 
you want - and avoid long lines! 


Current Students’ Registration April 7 - May 5 


For more information, visit www.necc.mass.edu/register 
Save $100 by registering before August 11 and avoid paying a late registration penalty. 


Exoect more oat Northern Essex. 
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Arts & Entertainment 


Hidy legacy part one: Tying the fly and saving trout 


The Hidy family has 
strong ties to NECC 
and an interesting story 


By FarrH GREGORY 


Arts and Entertainment Editor 

This article is the first of a 
three part series profiling the 
Hidy family, a family with strong 
ties to NECC. 

Vernon “Pete” Hidy lost his 
scholarship to a four-year college 
because of the Great Depression. 
Born in 1914, Pete had complet- 
ed two years of general education 
requirements but was forced to 
abandon his education when fi- 
nancial hardships ensued. 

In the last semester of his col- 
lege career, Pete had taken a jour- 
nalism course and was inspired 
by the field. Pete’s love for jour- 
nalism influenced his entire life. 

Pete went on to be a travel- 
ling salesman into his 40s, and 


written by Pete, 


to marry a woman named Elaine. 
They would have a child named 
Lance, currently an art professor 
at NECC. 

But Pete’s story also involves 
environmentalism, art, fishing 
and journalism. 

The culture of fishing has 
many lines. Some ice fish, deep 
sea fish or net fish. Each type of 
fishing has its own method. 

There is a fishing method that 
combines art and technique: fly 
fishing. James E. Leisenring was 
known as a fly fishing legend. His 
techniques for tying the most re- 
alistic flies were well document- 
ed and widely read by fly fishers. 
Pete can be thanked for this. 

Leisenring was a man of Ger- 
man descent with an eighth grade 
education and a passion for fish- 
ing. He was quite skilled at fish- 
ing with floating flies, but it was 
the book dictated by Leisenring, 
“The Art of Ty- 
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Pete Hidy fly fishing and wearing his camera in 1971. Pete 
worked to save trout habitats from exploitation. 


Mark Reusch, also 
known as Mister 
Reusch, displays art 


By Fair GRecory 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 

The artist currently showing 
in Bentley’s Art Space on the 
Haverhill Campus is Mark Reus- 
ch, an artist talented with many 
media and current caretaker of 
Whittier’s Birthplace. 

An artist reception was held 
March 12 from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
His art will be on display until 
April 5. 

“ve known Mare Mann- 
heimer for a long time. And he 
had seen some new paintings | 
was doing that were online; he 
invited me to do a show here,” 
said Reusch. 

Reusch was humble despite 
his many accomplishments while 
speaking to the audience. His 
love for life and his art brimmed 
over during his artist talk and 
clearly affected the audience, 
who laughed as he shared anec- 
dotes about his dogs Frankenstein 


and Mr. Giles, the “police” of the 
birthplace. Reusch has been the 
caretaker of Whittier’s birthplace 
since January 2011. 

“Ever since I was a little kid, 
I have loved to draw and paint. 
I did all these other little kid 
things, like playing football and 
riding bikes and everything,” said 
Reusch. 

“T actually quit Little League 
because I would be standing out 
in the field waiting for the ball to 
come and I would think ‘I could 
be drawing something right now,’ 
and so I would still play baseball 
with my friends when I want- 
ed to, but I was just crazy about 
drawing and painting and making 
stuff and trying to get all the pic- 
tures in my head out on paper.” 

The art displayed in the show 
is pastoral, colorful and elegant. 
After talking about the works in- 
spired by the birthplace, Reusch 
displayed some of his more alter- 
native works. 

Reusch had worked on editori- 
als for the Boston Phoenix, event 
posters for local Boston bands, 
helmets and snowboards used in 


ing the Wet Fly,” that influenced 
the developing culture of wet fly 
fishing and creating realistic flies, 
such as ones that mimic water 
nymphs, to catch trout and other 
river fish. 

Pete’s son, Lance Hidy, this 
year teaching an_ illustration 
course at NECC, says in a presen- 
tation prepared in March of 2014 
about his father, Leisenring and 
the book, 

“Having inherited my father’s 
archives and vintage flies, in ad- 
dition to being a professional 
graphic artist, I saw that I had a 
unique opportunity to bring the 
volume back into print with a 
lot of new material. Much of the 
work is done, with publication 
planned for fall, 2015.” 

Fly fishing uses a rod and a 
type of artificial bait known as a 
“fly” which mimics a type of in- 
sect that skims across the water 
and seems natural to fish in that 
habitat. 

A 1960’s issue of Sport’s Il- 
lustrated titled “Strategy on the 
Stream” written by Pete, says, 
“There in the dim light of dusk 
the trout are safe from all their 
enemies except the angler skilled 
in the use of the small wet fly. 
Such an angler was Jim Leisen- 
ring, whose deadliest technique is 
the one he evolved to use with a 
wet fly close to the surface.” 

It took three years for Pete to 
convince Leisenring to work on 
the book with him. The work Pete 
put in to convince him paid off. 
Fly fishing took off as a popular 
way to catch fish such as trout, 
and Leisenring’s techniques were 
recorded as legendary in the fly 
fishing community. 

Pete had a strong connection 
with nature and the environment 
his entire life. He practiced catch 
and release fishing, and he was 


the Olympics and the X-Games 
and posters for shows put on by 
the Coolidge Corner Theater. 

“When I was little, I was cra- 
zy about comic books and car- 
toons and like, you know, cereal 
box characters and stuff. As I got 
older, it became more pen and ink 
and very detailed work. Because 
I started doing that kind of work 
and kind of destroyed my eye 
sight, I’d really appreciate paint- 
ers who did looser, more colorful 
texture work, so [my favorite me- 
dium] is always changing,” said 
Reusch. 

Reusch is also one of the 
creators of the children’s book, 
“Unbored,” now being made into 
a book series. “Unbored” is an il- 
lustrated book about being a kid 
and having fun in creative ways. 

“T think [my favorite project] 
would be a kid’s book I worked 
on called “Unbored,” because I 
always wanted to do kid’s books, 
and I had a tough time getting 
work from kid’s books. And then 
suddenly, I was able to do kid’s 
books in a style that was slightly 
different from the kind I always 


Photo by Faith Gregory 


The cover of the book dicated by Leisenring and 
written by Pete Hidy in its first edition. 


an environmentalist with many 
friends with the same passion as 
he. 

Pete was a member of the 
Federation of Fly Fishers, and he 
helped to restore trout habitats. 
He worked with Morley Nelson, 
the man responsible for establish- 
ing the Snake River Birds of Prey 
Nature Area in Idaho, officially 
made a conservation area by Con- 
gress in 1993. 

Pete was also a member of 
a committee that saved Silver 
Creek in Idaho from cattle ranch- 
ers. 


“How THE OTHER HALF 
Loves” 


Chester W. Hawrylciw Theater 
Haverhill Campus 
March 28 and 29 at 7:30 p.m. 
April 3 at 4 p.m. 
April 6 at 3 p.m. 
$10 general admission 
$8 students and seniors 
eooKiiees 
CABARET 


Technology Center 103 
Haverhill Campus 
Thursday, April 17 at 7:30 p.m. 
$5 all admissions 

eooCiece 
PERFORMING ARTS SHOWCASE 


Technology Center 103 
Haverhill Campus 

Friday, April 18 at 12 p.m. 
Free admission 


Photo by Faith Gregory 


Mark Reuscf¥ presented to a full house in the Haverhill 
Bentley Library Art Space on March 12. 


worked in, and it’s been a very 
successful book, and it’s become 
a series,” said Reusch. 

Reusch has a good message to 
deliver to NECC students and as- 
piring artists, “Do what you love, 
as much as you can and never 


give up. There are so many rejec- 
tion letters... but if you just keep 
at.it and keep at it and keep at it, 
the right people will find you can 
you can do what you love.” 
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Students spend spring break volunteering 


NECC holds seventh 
annual alternative 
spring break program 
By KaTuryn GAGNON 
Campus Life Editor 

Over Spring Break, NECC 
students gave up part of their va- 
cation to help the less fortunate. 

Students spent their time help- 
ing at a local homeless shelter 
Emmaus House in Haverhill, Cor 
Unum Meal Center in Lawrence 
and putting together care packag- 
es for younger patients in Law- 
rence General Hospital. 

Volunteer and NECC student 


Colin Dudgeon said the volunteer 
experience was “exciting and ed- 


| ucational,” and that he “enjoyed 
helping the less fortunate.” 


“T haven’t had a bad experi- 
ence yet,” said Maureen Saliba, 
one of the leaders of the program, 
in the seven years she has been 
doing the program. 

“It’s great to be able to lend a 
hand doing whatever needs to be 
done.” She enjoys meeting and 


|| chatting with the group of vol- 


unteers that sign up to help, she 


| said. 


On Tuesday, March 18, stu- 
dents headed to Emmaus House. 
They helped prepare meals 


| that would be served later in the 


day and did some spring cleaning 


UMass Boston 


TRANSFER OPEN HOUSE 
Thursday, April 17, 4-7 P.M. 


for the main building, the Family 
House and the food pantry. 

The main building, also 
known as Mitch’s Place, is where 
overnight shelter is given to the 
homeless. Mitch’s Place also 
serves meals and offers staff sup- 
port for certain health, social and 
housing needs. 

Emmaus House’s stated mis- 
sion in their brochure is, “Em= 
maus empowers individuals and 
families to rebuild their lives 
and reach their fullest potential. 
We serve all people in need: 
the homeless, disadvantaged, 
disabled, unemployed, and op- 
pressed.” 

Emmaus has been in operation 
since 1985. 

Their brochure states that over 
300 people call Emmaus House 
each night, and they help over 
3,000 different homeless women, 
men, and children each year. 

Volunteers like the group of 
NECC students are a great help 
to Emmaus. 

The Family House, which is 
part of Emmaus, is an emergen- 
cy shelter that provides meals, 
housing assistance and support 
services for families. 

The Emmaus food pantry is 
where all of donated food Em- 
maus House receives is kept. 

The buildings that student 
volunteers worked in were ‘only 


Boston’s Public Research University 


MAKE YOUR MOVE. 


RSVP AT WWW.UMB.EDU/ TRANSFERNOW 


three out of 11 different buildings 
Emmaus owns. 

Most of these buildings are 
offered as affordable and perma- 
nent housing for people in need. 

Emmaus says in their brochure 
that they offer “affordable perma- 
nent housing, emergency shelter, 
transitional housing, adult educa- 
tion and job training, and com- 
passionate support services for 
families and individuals in need.” 

The student volunteers were 
helpful to Emmaus House during 
their visit, but Emmaus is always 
looking for regular volunteers. 

On March 18, after helping at 
Emmaus House, students helped 


in need with the utmost digni- 
ty, love, and respect with open 
hands, listening ears, and loving 
hearts.” 

They serve all who are in need 
regardless of “Race, color, creed, 
sex, or way of life.” 

They say they are dedicated to 
making sure no one is left hungry. 

Cor Unum serves nutritious 
meals twice a day, breakfast and 
dinner, seven days a week. 

On Wednesday, March 19, in 
the lobby of the Sports and Fit- 
ness Center, student volunteers 
helped put together care packag- 
es for the children in Lawrence 
General Hospital. 


It’s great to be able to lend a hand doing 
whatever needs to be done. 
- Maureen Saliba 


a 


out at the Cor Unum Meal Center, 
serving the evening meal. 

Cor Unum is a non-profit meal 
center in Lawrence that was es- 
tablished in 2006 and, according 
to their website, has served over 
650,000 people in the last four 
years. 

According to their website, 
Cor Unum’s mission is ‘“We 
welcome and serve all who are 


UMASS 
BOSTON 


The basic software has been successful 
before. “The vendor we’re using has a lot 
of the big universities,” said Firth. “The 
platform and the company started at MIT, 
then it grew into their own company.” 

That company, Modo Labs, offers Kuro- 
go Mobile Campus. It’s multi-platform, so 
students using iOS, Android, or a regular 
computer will all be able to access it. The 
exact layout will vary between platforms. 
“When you open the app on your phone, 
it’ll have icons,” said Gilbert. “When you 
open the app on your tablet, it’Il have the 
content in portlets.” Portlets are windows 


Dudgeon said they “Decorated 
bags and put toys, coloring books 
and crayons in” for the children. 

He also said they separated the 
bags for boys and girls in three 
different age groups: 4 years and 
under, 4 to 8 years, and 8 years 
and up. 

The volunteering opportuni- 
ties were a positive experience 
for the staff at the shelter and 


meal center, and for the volun- 
teers as well. 

Dudgeon said the two volun- 
teering projects he participated in . 
were the “highlight of my spring 
break,” and that volunteering op- 
portunities such as these are what 
has helped him figure out who he 
is as a person. 

Many students who partici- 
pated in the Alternative Spring 
Break Program were part of the 
Student Leadership Development 
Program and the volunteering 
helped them collect community 
service hours, but some students 
who were not part of the program 
still came to help out. 

The Alternative Spring Break 
Program was organized by Steph- 
anie Bryszkowski and Maureen 
Saliba. 

In an email, Saliba said that 
there were nine volunteers at Em- 
maus House, 15 at Cor Unum, 
and nine who made care packag- 
es. 

The program is in its seventh 
year. In an email, Saliba said, 
“T started the program because 
there’s always a need, and I think 
most people want to help... they 
just need to be asked.” 

Saliba said that in each of the 
seven years she has been doing 
the program, at least one or two 
students sign up to regularly vol- 
unteer. 


NECC in the app store 


Continued from page I 


in which the content will be immediately 


displayed, so on a tablet a lot of quick ref- 


there.” 


hee 


erence material will be visible straight from 
the home page. 

It also supports adding additional con- 
tent. “If we ever have the wherewithal to 
create a bus schedule,” said Gilbert -- not 
currently in the plans, but it’s a possibili- 
ty -- “when you update your phone it'll be 


Gilbert and Firth are planning to seek 
volunteers for a focus group soon, and to 
release the app before the end of the semes- 
ter, initially as a beta test. When it becomes 
available, it will be on the iTunes store and 
on Google Play. 


Northern Essex 
Community College, 
‘3 Sy eo wre f 9 


Courtesy photos 


Left: the basic design from Modo Labs. Right: A mock-up of the app’s 
appearance. “I did that in the airport on Thursday,” said Firth. The final 
version won't look exactly like this. It will also vary between devices. 
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By Everson TAVERAS 
Features Editor 


Jitters employee 
opens up about her 
partner ’s tragic 
incident, and what it 
has cost her family 


Jitter’s cafe is bustling as 
usual. Cacophony volunteers, as 
expected, to produce the back- 
ground music. It plays rambunc- 
tiously yet in tune with the mo- 
tion of events that take place: 
conversations between students 
and staff, the dancing of musi- 
cal chairs, the famished garbage 
can opening its mouth to be fed; 
someone spills something, some- 
where a bomb of laughter is trig- 
gered. 

Meanwhile, standing behind 
the counter, one of a few ca- 
shiers rings up a customer, at 
which point a seamless exchange 
is made. The order and chaos of 
transactions is second nature to 
Melissa Merrill. It is the result 
of years in which dealing with 
the everyday person used to be a 
challenge, but now is an opportu- 
nity to provide the best customer 
service. Presumably, she knows 


100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 


Walkers welcome! 


5K Entry Fee: NECC student fee: $18; 
adults: $25 before April 25; $30 after April 25. Kids’ Fun Run: $10. 


For more information or to register, 
visit www.campusclassic5k.com or contact Sarah Comiskey at 
scomiskey@necc.mass.edu or 978-556-3612 


what to expect, given both her 
experience and knowledge in the 
business. Yet nothing could have 
prepared her for the blow that 
would pit her family against the 
wall, and would force her to fight 
with everything to keep them and 
herself afloat. 

It began Aug. 30, 2013, when 
Jesse Downs, Merrill’s partner, 
was walking to a convenience 
store when he was suddenly at- 
tacked by two men in broad 
daylight. According to Haverhill 
Police, the unprovoked beating 
took place around 2 p.m. on Win- 
ter Street. The men were armed 
with an unspecified weapon, 
which they used without restraint 
against Downs. Initially taken to 
Merrimack Valley Hospital, he 
was later flown to a Boston hos- 
pital by helicopter, where he was 
to receive intensive care. Downs 
was declared unresponsive. 

Merrill, coincidentally, was 
driving nearby when she spotted 
Downs just before he was taken 
away. She abandoned her car and 
ran to Downs, who was being 
questioned by police and emer- 
gency medical personnel. She 
saw blood, perhaps more than she 
had ever seen in her life. Franti- 
cally, she tried to personally drive 
Downs to the hospital, but the 
officials, given his extreme con- 


Platinum Sponsor: COVANTA 


Powering Today. Protecting Tomorrow. 


SATURDAY, MAY 3, 2014 fe 


Race Location: Northern Essex Community College's Haverhill Campus, 


Race Time: 5K starts at 10 a.m. Fun Run for children starts at 9 a.m. 


Proceeds to benefit the NECC Annual Fund, which provides support for 
student scholarships and academic programs. 


Melissa Merill works at the Jitters Cafe on the Haverhill Campus. Despite her partner”s 
incident, she continues to work, to support both her children and her partner. 


dition, wouldn’t allow it. Instead, 
she promised to meet Downs at 
the hospital, where they would 
reconvene, and excruciating tears 
would be shed, and operations 
made. ; 

“Melissa has 
shown remarkable 
strength in the face 
of this unthink- 
able crime,” said 
Karen Mitchell, 
director of PACE. 
“Contributing to 
the “Justice for 
Jesse” food dona- 
tions is one way 
we can each make 
a difference for 
her and her fami- 
ly in their time of 
need.” 

The two men 
responsible _ for 
the unprovoked 
beating have since 
been charged and 
indicted for the 
crime. A __ third 
person, suspected 
participating 
in the beating, 
has, despite be- 
ing identified by 
police, remained 
publicly —_undis- 
closed, as police 
officials continue 
to investigate the 
case. 


Downs’s __ab- 
sence has con- 
siderably af- 
fected Merrill. 


Prior to the inci- 
dent, Downs, was, 
according to Mer- 
rill, the family’s 
primary income 
earner, working as 
a landscaper. The 
two have been to- 
gether for almost 
eight years now, 
during which time 
Merrill witnessed, 


to her pleasure, what a good 
caretaker Downs was for her 
four children. Without the help 
of her partner, however, Merrill 
has struggled to remain afloat. To 
make matters worse, she received 
an estimated bill of $14,000, later 
reduced to $8,600, for the heli- 
copter used to transport Downs to 
the hospital. 

Despite raising her children 
while maintaining a job, in the 
face of financial hardship and 
emotional strain, Merrill has gar- 
nered both the love and effort of 
many throughout her battle to 
stay afloat. 

“Although not officially on 
the NECC payroll, Melissa is 
part of the NECC Community 
and has endeared herself to us 
over the years in many ways as 
she worked in the cafeteria in 
the One Stop Center and more 
recently in Jitters,” said Nancy 
Caroll from the Center for Adult 
Alternative Studies. The message 
was delivered via email to several 
staff members in an effort to raise 
awareness about Merill’s predica- 
ment, and that of her partner. 

According to Merrill, Pen- 
tucket Bank, considerate of Mer- 
rill’s situation, devised a fund 
called “Justice for Jesse” to help 
with expenses. 

At NECC, the community has 
made a continuous and conscious 
effort to unburden Merrill with 
a monthly food drive. Located 
at the Haverhill Campus, in the 
PACE cubicle inside the CPAC at 
the Student One-Stop Center, is 
a basket dedicated to the support 
and sympathy of Downs. There 
in a tub, named no differently 
than the fund reportedly set up by 
Pentucket Bank, lies the warmest 
thoughts of the NECC communi- 
ty. Along side, of course, mac n’ 
cheese, rice, tuna, peanut butter, 
among other things. The tub is 
also open to receiving gift cards 
to Market Basket or Walmart. Or 
both. Any and all gifts to sup- 
port the cause are welcomed and 


Photo by Everson Taveras | 


much appreciated. 

The hours, weeks Downs spent 
in a coma came to an end, when | 
Downs was recently released to 
return home. It didn’t matter that | 
he had gone through three brain | 
surgeries, in which half of his 
skull was removed. It has since 
been reinserted. Nor did it matter 
that the surgeries could become a 
permanent part of his life, either 
until the issue is resolved or un- 
til all that could be done to help 
was exhausted. What mattered 
now, despite the overwhelming 
and impending reality, was that 
he had a family to come home 
to, a partner to tease and love 
and feel silly with. Regardless 
of what happened and what will 
happen, Downs finds comfort in 
the love of Merrill’s children, and 
more importantly, strength in the 
autonomous and optimistic spirit 
of his partner Merrill. 

“He can’t eat, he can’t drink; 
he has to use a feed tube through 
his stomach,” said Merill. She 
added Downs uses a wheelchair, 
now. “But I’m hanging in there. I 
am being strong for him, and for 
my children.” 

The fight to survive is not only 
Downs’s, it’s Merrill’s, too. She 
upholds Downs’s pain as if it 
were her own. She does it because 
her love for Downs lightens the 
dark, and makes the unbearable 
enough to live with. Given the 
choice, Merrill would undoubt- 
edly switch places with Downs. 
Instead, Merrill lives for the both 
of them, and holds no short end to 
what extent she is willing to sus- 
tain their love, and the life of her 
children. 

As Merrill holds the hand of 
her beloved at the hospital, as she 
feeds and clothes her children, 
as she counts the register at Jit- 
ters, she remains steadfast in the 
belief that although she doesn’t 
know how she’s going to make 
it, there’s hope, in the midst of all 
the pain and darkness, she even- 
tually will. 
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WANTED AT NECC: 


Graduation 
speaker 


School looking 
for student to 
speak at 2014 


Commencement 


By NECC Newsroom 


Correspondents 

Do you know a graduating stu- 
dent who you would like to nom- 
inate for student commencement 
speaker? 

One of the highlights of com- 
mencement each year is the 
speech by a graduating student 
who has been selected by faculty 
and staff to represent the class. 

The college is now soliciting 
nominations for the 2014 student 
commencement speaker and any- 
one interested is invited to nomi- 
nate an outstanding student. 

The nomination process and 
details are now online at: 


http://www.necc.mass.edu/ 


The deadline is Tuesday, April 8. 


To be considered students 
must be graduating with a grade 
point average of 3.5 or above. 

In addition to academic suc- 
cess, contributions to the college 
and/or the community in general 
will be considered. 

The information you submit 
as well as official transcripts will 
be considered by a committee of 
faculty and staff who will make 
recommendations to President 
Glenn. 

This is a very competitive pro- 
cess so please be sure that the ma- 
terials you provide reflect the full 
scope of the individual you are 
recommending and clearly com- 
municate why this person should 
be selected to represent the class 
of 2014. 

The 52nd Annual Commence- 
ment is set for May 17 at 10 a.m. 

If you have questions, 
please feel free to contact Ernie 
Greenslade: 


978 556-3862 


egreenslade@necc.mass.edu. 


NECC student forum 


VP of Academic and 
Student Affairs hosts 


student forum 

By FairH GREGORY 

Arts and Entertainment Editor 
Bill Heineman, Vice President 

of Academic and Student Affairs, 

hosted a student forum on March 

3 at 7:30 p.m. in Lecture Hall A 

of Haverhill’s Spurk Building. 


Students invited to 
ask questions at 
event 


The purpose of the forum was 
to allow students to ask questions 
and eat light refreshments such as 
veggie sticks, freeze dried apples, 
cookies and soda. 

Lisa Proctor of financial aid 
was supposed to be present, but 
she had a cold and could not at- 
tend. 


Parking permits 
likely to increase 
prices 


Students who attended the fo- 
rum were primarily from a Basic 
Writing course held that evening. 
They took turns asking Heineman 


ANNOUNCING SALEM STATE’S NEW | 
GENERAL EDUCATION CURRICULUM 
AND MASSACHUSETTS ASSOCIATE | 
DEGREE SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM | 


For details, visit 


salemstate: edu/transferscholars. 


questions. 

The first question asked about 
the purpose of the parking permit. 
Heineman stated the parking per- 
mit was issued to keep track of 
who was on campus for security 
reasons and to raise revenue for 
the million-dollar project of re- 
paving the parking lots. 


Accuplacer test not 
as accurate as once 
believed 


Heineman stated the cost of 
the permit would go up eventu- 
ally. 

Heineman also said that man- 
datory IDs might also be required 
in the near future. 

Another interesting topic was 
the validity of the math Accu- 
placer. 

Heineman stated recent stud- 
ies had shown the Accuplac- 
er may not be as accurate as its 
name implies, and that Massa- 
chusetts had passed legislation 
allowing colleges to determine 
math placement by high school 


Textbook task force 
also brought up 
during forum 


STATE! 


ig Learn on ae 100% 


GPA instead of placement test. 
He said it might go into effect | 
next fall or next year. 

This would only apply if the 
student had come to NECC with- 
in three years of graduating high 
school. 

The Textbook Taskforce was 
discussed. Heineman spoke about 
funding the program to build 
courses that would not require 
the purchase of textbooks, and he 
iva the pilot program beginning 


udent emai 
phos 
stressed 


next fall where the school offers 
a handful of classes where all 
sources are online. 

One student asked if NECC 
would always be a smoke-free 


campus. Heineman confirmed 
this. 
Finally, the importance of 


checking student email was dis- 
cussed. Federal law dictates that 
the school must send all financial 
aid emails sent to student emails 
and not personal emails. 

The student forum adjourned 
and snacks were taken for the 
road. 


UNIVERSITY 


= 
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By Marr Gincras 
Editor-In-Chief 

McAuliffe begins 
freshman season 


with two wins 

Ryan McAuliffe, who gradu- 
ated last year from North Read- 
ing, was quick to contribute to the 
NECC baseball team. 

McAuliffe, in his first two 
starts, is 2-0 with a 4.61 ERA. He 
has struck out 14 hitters in 13.2 
innings this season. 


Quezada hot to start 
2014 campaign 


After sparing playing time in 
2013, NECC sophomore David 
Quezada has had a hot bat so far 
in 2014. 

Quezada has the lone NECC 
home run this season, also pick- 
ing up four doubles. Against 
UConn-Avery Point, Quezada 
went 3-6 in both games of the 
double header. 


NECC drops double 
header to UConn 
Avery Point 


After coming back from Flori- 
da, the NECC baseball team trav- 
eled to Connecticut to take on the 
Avery Point baseball team. 

The squad dropped both games 
of a doubleheader, 4-1 and 8-2. 


Knights run wild on 


basepaths 


Through 11 games, the NECC 
baseball team has stolen 36 bases, 
being caught just 4 times. 

Harrison Smoske, Anthony 
Caiani and Jonathan DelaCruz all 
have 6 steals to lead the team. Of 
the three, they have been caught a 
combined one time. 


Caiani off to fast 
start for Knights 
baseball squad 


Last season, Anthony Caiani 
had 27 plate appearances. He has 
already eclipsed that this season, 
and he’s hit the part. 

Caiani is leading the Knights 
in hitting this season, batting at a 
.435 clip. He is tied for the team 
lead in steals, and has walked an 
impressive seven times. 


NECC field still 


under cover in snow 


NECC has 11 games under 
their belt, but their home field is 
still under a sheet of snow. 

The field is starting to thaw 
out -- the outfield is almost all 
shown. The infield, however, is 
still frost bitten. 

NECC has their home opener 
on April 1 at 3:30 p.m. They host 
Eastern Maine Community Col- 
lege. 


Baseball team comes 
back from Florida 
above .500 


By ESTHER A NIEVES 
Sports Editor 

NECC baseball team is ready 
for the season. 

Taking a mini getaway from 
the cold weather in New England, 
the NECC baseball team went 
down to Florida for spring train- 
ing during the school’s spring 
break. 

The Knights use this as a way 
to get the bats swinging and get a 
feel for what the season is going 
to be like. 

Knights ended their spring 
training with a 5-4 record. 

The regular season is fast ap- 
proaching, and the Knights 2014 
roster consists of 20 active play- 
ers which will give any team the 
room to finagle during the season 
and an automatic upper hand. 

Out of those twenty players, 
there are eleven players who 
pitch. Pitching is one of the main 
positions in the game of baseball. 
This gives head coach Jeff Mejia 
the opportunity to rotate the guys 
and alternate game to game rather 
than going back to back. 

A key player in last year’s 
bullpen was starting right-hand 
pitcher Zach Beckwith whose 
2013 season ended early due to a 
hip injury. Beckwith has made his 
way back on the mound where he 
intends to dominate. 

Beckwith has had a solid start 
thus far, pitching thirteen innings, 
ending spring training with a 1.38 
ERA and a 1.00 WHIP. 

Beckwith’s goal this season is 
to stay healthy, but he has done 
more than that. Over 13 innings, 
Beckwith being the force that 
has been for NECC, struck out 
12, walked two and allowed two 
runs. 

“T definitely feel stronger this 
year, all the hard work has paid 
off so far,” said Beckwith. 

Right-hand pitcher Ryan 
McAuliffe has claimed his spot in 
the Knights rotation. Making his 
appearance on the hill, McAuliffe 
pitched. 13.2 innings. McAuliffe 
had 14 strikeouts and enters the 
season with a 4.61 ERA. 

Outfielder David Quazada is 
the first Knight to hit a homerun. 
Not only did he hit a homerun, he 
also had two doubles and 5 RBIs, 
proving he has potential to be- 
come one of Knights starters. 

Daniel Bonito played all nine 
games down in Florida. Being 
the only Knight who was walked 
continuously, Bonito had 8 RBIs, 
4 doubles, and scored 9 runs for 
the Knights. He holds a .308 av- 
erage. 

Bonito also pitched; he had 9 
strikeouts. 

Going down to Florida gives 
every player the opportunity to 
get on the field and show off the 
hard work from the offseason. 
They each get a chance to play, 
they also play at different posi- 
tions showing their versatility 
and demonstrate to Mejia where 
they fit best. 


One of IS key players, 
starting shortstop Trevor Bouvier, 
ended the 2013 season with four 
home runs, 24 RBI, five stolen 
bases and a .259 average. 

Bouvier, who usually spends 
six days a week working on and 
perfecting his baseball skills, put 
it all into work down in FL. Bou- 
vier made 26 appearances at the 
plate, scored four runs for NECC. 
Bouvier went for five singles, one 
double, one triple and had 3 RBIs. 
He now holds a .304 average. 

“Tt was great getting back on 
the field and playing the game 
you love. The team was happy to 
be in the warm weather but more 
than anything they were happy to 
be playing. We are ready for the 
season; I know I am,” said Bou- 
vier. 

Outfielder Jonathan DelaCruz 
was a force at bat for the Knights. 
DelaCruz, who was walked eight 
times, had 8 singles and scored 8 
times. 

The team had good games and 
few bad games, but as a team they 
know that losing is part of the 
game. It has given Coach Mejia 
and the team a sense of what the 
team is like, displaying the teams 
weakness and strengths. 

The Knights had a tough loss 
against St. Cloud Community 
College. Playing a doubleheader 
against the Cyclones, the Knights 
lost both games 26-3 and the 


Pete ee 


a er? apaeeaeurnece 


Courtesy photo 


Zack Beckwith picked up where he left off in 2013. The 
right-hander is 2-0 with a 1.39 ERA. 


second 26-2. The loss was some- 
thing they weren’t proud of, but 
the Knights remain optimistic. 

“That loss put us in our place,” 
said Beckwith. 

Mejia feels good about his 
team thus far, he knows what 
needs to be worked on and what 
is just right. With a lot of new 
faces on the team and few returm- 
ing players the team has come 
together as one, building that 


brotherhood and are more then 
ready to get the season going. 

“T am really happy with what 
I’ve seen down in Florida,” said 
Mejia. 

The Knights will host their 
first home game April | against 
Eastern Maine Community Col- 
lege. 

“This is just the beginning of a 
great season to come,” said Beck- 
with 


CREDITS: The transfer dictionary shows which of your credits will transfer 
to UMass Lowell. uml.edu/transferdictionary 


REQUIREMENTS: Find out more at uml.edu/requirementsbymajor 


CASH: UMass Lowell provided $145 million in financial aid last year and 
met 91% of demonstrated need. There are merit scholarships available for 
transfer students, too. uml.edu/financialaid 


HOUSING & CAMPUS LIFE: You won't want to miss all that’s happening on 
campus — Division | athletics, suite-style residences, great food and events. 


Housing is guaranteed! uml.edu/student-services/reslife 


Become work ready, life ready, world ready at UMass Lowell. 


CONNECT WITH US! 


uml.edu/transfer 


transfer@uml.edu or 978-934-3931 
facebook.com/umitransfer 


UMASS 
LOWELL 


Learning with Purpose 


aged 18.5 points, 3.5 assists and 
four rebounds per game. 
Against Gateway Commu- 


nity College in November, the 


College team, Grant scored 14 
points and dished out 12 assists. 
He turned the ball over just four 
times in the game. 


straight playoff appearance, the 
team should be in a good position 
to earn their way back. 
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Game on at NECC _| Soxter tse Community Colege | 
Softball season Statistics Leaders -- Men’s Baseball 
begins on March 29 Anthony Caiani Batting Average 
again st Dean David Quezada Home Runs = 
By Marr Gincras Daniel Bonito Runs Batted In 
Editor-In-Chief 
Softball at Northern Essex David Quezada Extra Base Hits 
starts soon. After a nearly two-de- 
cade layoff, the season kicks off Beckwith/McAuliffe | Wins 
for the Knights on March 29. 
The softball team is the only Zack Beckwith Earned Run Average 
women’s team to play this year 
at NECC after both the volley- Ryan McAuliffe Strikeouts 
ball and basketball seasons were 
canceled due to lack of interest. Ryan McAuliffe Innings Pitched 
Coach Bob Gillespie was aware 
of the struggles coming in. But = 
his optimism about women’s 
sports at NECC hasn’t been af- 
fected. s 
“Tt’s important ... as a school, ‘ Photo by Matt Gingras Northern Essex Community College 
to prove that women’s sports Coach Bob Gillespie works with girls during a practice. 
can go here,” said Gillespie. The team has been practicing in the gym due to snow. Men’s Baseball Schedule 
“Why can’t we match the boys “There’s some talented girls,” of preseason, broke her wrist and March 29 @ Bunker Hill C.C. (DH) 
team? Why can’t we match their said Gillespie. “There really [are] underwent surgery. Despite that, 
enthusiasm? Why can’t we be — some talented girls.” she hopes she can still return at April 1 Eastern Maine C.C. 
scheduled to go to Florida in the The coaches are just as talent- some point and contribute to the 
beginning of March in the nice ed as the girls. Gillespie’s two team. April 3 @ MassBay C.C. 
weather?” assistants, Kendra Hobbs and Gillespie and his squad can’t 
The men’s baseball team has Andrea Bailey, have been just as wait to play outside, but one thing April 5 Quinsigamond C.C. (DH) fe 
been one of NECC’s most suc- important to the girls as him. has been holding them back. With ; : 
st . teams. ee ee “Andrea is fantastic; she snow still falling in late February Apul 8 @ Southern Maine 
en three trips to the NJ- s 
Ee wesid Series as soe works at the school and knows and early March, the NECC soft April 10 Holyoke Community College 
Softball practices have been Po) SN) RET a RT Ae ; ; 
| going on ie the beginning of pe EE et 
eee oee.er, dust recent- “There’s some talented girls. There really April 15 Bunker Hill C.C. 
ly, more girls joined the squad, ae ee 
_ showing that NECC has a strong are some talented girls. April 17 @ SNHU (DH) 
interest in the sport for its first - Bob Gillespie 
_ year back. April 19 @ Holyoke C.C. (DH) 
“A lot of the students are more _—— um —SS 
| comfortable with their classes April 22 @ Quinsigamond C.C. — 
and think, ‘I can do this,’” Gilles- : 7 
"pie said. “We had about four or a lot of the kids. She’s fantastic _ ball field is covered in powder.’ April 23 Southern Maine 
five girls come this week and say with them,” said Gillespie. “Ken- The team’s first home game April 24 Dean Coll 
‘I can handle this.’ They’re good dra is local. She went to Whittier isn’t until April 6, which gives ak CO EBS. se 
athletes, too.” — and did four years at the Massa- the field some time to thaw. Their April 26 Mass Bay C.C. (DH) 
The team brings serious talent chusetts College of Liberal Arts. season kicks off on March 29. = 
to the field. Esther Nieves is ex- She’s great, the girls like her. They’ll travel to Dean College to April 29 Massasoit C.C. 
| pected to pitch for the Knights, She’s good, mature enough and take on the Bulldogs in a double 
_as well as play one of the middle young [so] that the girls can relate header. 
| infield positions. Alexis Gonthier, to her at the same time.” “We may be the best gym 
who comes to the team fresh out The team has been hit with the softball team in the league,” said e e 
of the Marines, boasts talent both injury bug. Gina Ciccone, who Gillespie. “But we’re not out- Knight Sp otlight 
| with bat and the glove. Tess Wat- was expected to be the team’s doors right now and that’s where = 
' er is also supposed to pitch for starting shortstop through most we need to be.” | alliescs 
NECC while playing third base. a8 NX: oe 
2 
NECC guar d Ryan Whittier Tech alum scored a sea- In the 30 games he played, 
4 ] Kni h son-high 30 points. Grant scored in double-figures 21 
rant lone ng: t Grant saw his overall game times, which was a team high. He 
on All-Region teams improve throughout the season. scored at least 20 points in six of 
Coming in to NECC as a pure those games. 
_ By Mart Gineras scorer, the guard saw improve- Knights coach Darren Stratton 
| Editor-In-Chief ments in his assist numbers, and said that Grant improved greatly a: 
_ After an impressive season managed to cut his turnovers from the beginning of the season 
| which saw him improve on al- down, as well. to the end. He played more of a 
| most all facets of the game, Ryan Perhaps the freshman saved team game, which helped the 
Grant was named to the Region his best games for the best com- Knights get in to the playoffs for 
| XXI Honorable Mention team. petition. Grant scored 21 points _ the first time since 2009. 
Grant led the Knights in scor- and pulled down 11 rebounds in The Knights basketball team oe 
ing this season, averaging 14.5 aloss against the Lincoln College finished 14-16 on the season, 
points-per-game. of New England back in Novem- and fell to Bristol in the opening 
In the NHTI Invitational Fes- ber, a week after the Gateway round of the region tournament. 
tival to begin the season, Grant game. With Grant expected back 
played well enough to be named Two months later, in a heart next season, the sky is the limit 
to the All-Festival team. He aver- breaking loss to the same Lincoln for NECC. Eager for a second Zack Beckwith was spot-on for NECC during their pa ea ri 


week of play. The former NJCAA Player of the Week had a 
4.39 ERA in two games started, which were both won by 
NECC. In the season opener, Beckwith threw a complete 
game, allowing just two runs (none earned). 
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